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Chalk: time, sense and landscape 
An interdisciplinary symposium exploring worlds beyond and beneath the visible.  
 
This one day interdisciplinary symposium brings together prominent figures from the arts, music 
literature and science to explore worlds beneath the visible landscape. The event will be opened 
with a keynote address by Emeritus Professor John M. Hull, author of the classic account of a 
sight-less world; On Sight and Insight: A Journey into the world of Blindness. In a book described 
by Oliver Sacks as a ‘masterpiece’ and ‘the most extraordinary, precise, deep and beautiful 
account of blindness I have ever read’, Hull presents a world in which ‘sound, silence, time and 
space are transformed’.  

Symposium curator and sound artist Sebastiane Hegarty states: ‘I am delighted that at the age of 
80, John has agreed to introduce the symposium. John’s writing and in particular his experience of 
sound, have transformed my understanding of the world I see, hear and touch. His account of a 
journey into blindness continues to undermine our perception of the visible and concrete. Through 
his personal experience of loss he extends our senses and places us in a world beyond the 
confines of the apparent’.  

As part of the arts event, 10 days 2015 CHALK, this innovative symposium presents an 
international programme of artists, filmmakers and academics. Opening with the award-winning 
documentary Notes on Blindness, which premiered at Sundance (2014) and is based on the audio 
diaries of John Hull’s journey into blindness, the symposium questions our perception of time and 
place, offering new perspectives on a ‘world beyond [and beneath] the visible’.  

The day will promote a dialogue between the senses and across disciplines, offering an 
exploration of landscape from distinct areas of study. The unique programme of contributors 
includes: Prof Paul Whitty (Composer); Michael Welland (Geologist/Author); Guy Sherwin (Film 
Artist); Dr Nick Thorpe (Archaeologist); Ian Rawes (London Sound Survey); Dr Karen Fielder 
(Architectural Historian/Conservationist); Sebastiane Hegarty (Sound Artist); Sally Ann McIntyre 
(Radio/Sound Artist).  

In an eclectic mix of academic papers, sound performances, film and expanded cinema, the day 
will explore and reveal the sensuous terrain of landscapes, unseen, imagined and forgotten.  

Chalk: time, sense and landscape, is open to everyone and is supported by 10 days 

Community Interest Company, Arts Council England and Hampshire County Council. It will take 
place on Saturday 17th October 2015 at Winchester Discovery Centre. Tickets are £20 
(Concessions £17) and are available for purchase from the end of July. For further information and 
tickets visit: www.10dayswinchester.org 
 
10 days 2015 CHALK is an interdisciplinary contemporary arts platform with exhibitions and 

events across Winchester 10 October – 7 November.  
 
Contact: Sebastiane Hegarty at Shegarty73@ntlworld.com or 07814715451 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/01/16/opinion/16OpDoc-NotesOnBlindness.html?_r=1
http://www.10dayswinchester.org/
mailto:Shegarty73@ntlworld.com
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Links and further details of Contributors  
 

John M. Hull: Theologian and author of many books on Blindness and disability including On sight 
and Insight. Link. A short documentary based on his audio diaries premiered at Sundance and a 
feature length film is being made in 2015. Link 

Prof Paul Whitty: Composer, ‘acoustic archaeologist’ and co-director of the Sonic Arts Research 
Unit (SARU) at Oxford Brookes University. Link 

Michael Welland: Geologist and author of Sand – A Journey Through Science and the 
Imagination and The Desert – Lands of Lost Borders. Link 

Guy Sherwin: ‘Britain’s preeminent avant-garde film artist’, whose optical sound films and ‘Live 
Cinema’ events have toured Asia, USA, Europe and Australia. Link 

Ian Rawes: Field-recorder and curator of the on-line archive, London Sound Survey. Link 

Dr Karen Fielder: Architectural historian whose research explores the intangible qualities of 
absence and loss in relation to historical architecture, Texts include Acoustic Gardening in the 
Eighteenth Century. Link 

Dr Sebastiane Hegarty: Sound artist, whose work includes the reverie on voice and memory, It’s 
Just Where I Put My Words, broadcast on BBC Radio 3’s Between The Ears. Link 

Dr Nick Thorpe: Author and Head of Archaeology at The University of Winchester, his research is 
concerned with the archaeology of death and human life cycles. Link 

Sally Ann McIntyre: New Zealand based ‘transmission artist’ and curator of Radio Cegeste, 
whose solar powered radio transmissions explore, ecology, memory and extinction. Link 

 

10 days 2015 CHALK is supported by: Arts Council England, Hampshire Cultural Trust, 

Winchester School of Art, University of Winchester, Winchester Cathedral, Art and Sacred Places, 
Winchester City Council, Hampshire County Council, The Observatory, SPUD, Theatre Royal 
Winchester, Winchester BID, Rothmans, Drawing Place. 
 

http://www.johnmhull.biz/On%20Sight%20and%20Insight.html
http://www.notesonblindness.co.uk/
http://www.sonicartresearch.co.uk/members-view/paul-whitty/
http://throughthesandglass.typepad.com/
http://www.luxonline.org.uk/artists/guy_sherwin/
http://www.soundsurvey.org.uk/
http://www.port.ac.uk/portsmouth-school-of-architecture/staff/karen-fielder.html
http://www.sebastianehegarty.com/
http://www.winchester.ac.uk/academicdepartments/archaeology/staff/Pages/Thorpe.aspx
http://radiocegeste.blogspot.co.uk/

